Chapter Six

LIBERATION AND EDUCATION
1899-1968

over a great part of Africa, I came to
here an Institution whose like I have
seen nowhere else, because of its organization and the
admirable spirit which rules here.
Thus wrote Fr. Soul CSSp, official Generalate Visitor. Lest we
think this former Kiambu and Mangu pastor may have been biased, listen to another visitor to Kabaa:
"I have come to Kabaa all the way from Tindivanam South
India to see the Central Catholic Training School of Kabaa, as I
was told by a prominent Education authority who has toured
Africa that this was the best school in the Country. I passed 20
days from 14 May to 4 June 1933 in Kabaa, and I am convinced

having gone
After
Kabaa and found

all

that

it

is

an ideal school.

"Band, Singing, Drill are excellent and always win the approbation of everyone that comes to Kabaa.
"I consider the system of character training exceedingly good

and most effective, as is shown by the true family spirit that
reigns in the house.
"The general alertness noticeable in every department and,
especially in class, is a feature not generally associated with a
tropical climate.

I

consider

this

due

principally to the fact that the

boys are kept always busily occupied.
"The aim of the school, Jishinda ushinde (Overcome yourself
and you will overcome), is being fully realized in the life of the
school. Long live Kabaa." P. Marie Conjandaisamy.
A visiting English Catholic layman wrote: "The only thing which
could possibly have made Kabaa is the Spirit of God."

A group of Consolata Fathers with their Bishop wrote: "Rigans
montes de superioribus suis - Irrigating the mountains from their
heights." Date: 11 October 1933.
From the start of their East African ministry, the Spiritans were
engaged in school work. When they reluctantly accepted the
.

pastoral care of half a continent in 1862 (Zanzibar in fact

means

"black continent") from the Reunion diocesan priests, it included
one small school with two dozen children. These were boys and
girls who had been ransomed. Because of the immense distance
to their homes in Central Africa from where they had been
snatched these children had to be protected from being kidnapped again, and also, educated to be economically independent - liberation and education were the aim. Fr. Fava's first Catholic
school in East Africa therefore, had, an agricultural and industrial
bias and contained a hospital, a smithy and several workshops.
This was the model which was transferred to the mainland, so
that even Religious Education also had a practical aim, to produce catechists. The explorer Stanley said of Bagamoyo: "The
missionaries not only instill into the minds of their numerous
converts the principles of religion but also educate them in the
business of life." Besides, the Vatican also had made it clear that
anti-slavery subsidies could be used for the education of those
liberated and also for any way to lead African people to liberty.
Within a year of his arrival in St. Austin's, Fr. Hemery had
started a school. The same would hold for any new foundation.
In 1953, the Religious Superior, Fr. Kelly, could report, "Our
Apostolate in the main is worked through the schools." His
confrere, fifty years before that (8.7.1901), had many children,
boys and girls, from the neighbourhood attending catechism and
school at the Mission, from the villages of Njuguna, Gatama,
Wandiga, and Mzundo. On 6 January 1902, Johanni, a Kikuyu
boy, is baptized, and his classmates are highly impressed by the
ceremony. A few days later, a Taita boy joins the group. The
same month, classes are functioning also at Kihurunjo's and
is beginning. Our diarist is
the duplicity of the colonial officials. He finds out
that while saying they were completely in favour if the chief
agreed, they had privately warned him not to agree! "La perfidie

Kinyanjui's; already Riruta Mission

dismayed

at

89

d'Albion,

French

"

our

diarist

reminds himself again of the proverbial
same time, they hear that the

distrust of England. At the

money to those who would
Kinyanjui starts preparing timber for
the school, they ask him to do the same for them. This unintelligible bickering only infuriates him.
Back at St. Austin's, the holy priest finds his school empty.
It is the dancing season. But patiently he remarks, "Man is the
same everywhere. He must jump! Let it be called waltz or polka,
gichukia or kibata, it's always the same thing. To note: in Africa as in Europe, the dance fails if the airitu (girls) do not
turn up. To be thought about. After 15 days at the dancing, his
children are back in school." (18.9.1902). Next day: "We receive an epistle from the so-called District Collector of
Masailand, in which, simply by the authority which he gives
himself, he forbids us to teach at Kinyanjui's! How grotesque!
Blessed are you when you are persecuted. " A week later, le
grand Ainsworth writes to say he finds a school at Riruta
"unnecessary," but allows visits. They put up a hut-school not
far away at Kibagare, where Fr. Cayzac goes to teach every day
without being disturbed, and still another on St. Austin's land. By
September 1904, the opposition has diminished, and they can
choose a site at Kinyanjui's and build a hut-school. In 1909, when
Fr. Bugeau is preparing to put up a stone building, it is reported
that the Government has told Kinyanjui to send his children to
Dr. Scott, the Presbyterian head at Thogoto. After a written complaint, Dr. Scott replies politely, promising to leave the area to
the Fathers' apostolate. Fr. Bugeau pitches his tent there with Br.
Scottish Mission has

come

to them.

Josaphat and

been

offering

And when

starts building.

November, 1910, Fr. Bernhard at St. Austin's tells us: "Since
a week ago, we have begun catechism to preparefor First Communion. At 8 a.m., there is catechism for fifteen catechumens in the
In

church, while Madeleine, the wife offoseph, teaches prayers to
others, the beginners. At 11 a.m., there is catechism for others, i.e.,
Kikuyu, the lessons at 8 being in Swahili (for Nandi, Luo, etc.). At
2 p.m., there is catechism in the church for First Communicants,
while Madeleine again looks after the beginners. In this way, Fr.
Bernhard, though the only Father in the house during the week
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Bugeau coming from Riruta on week-ends only), can nearly
cover the catechism lessons and other duties.
A few years before (8.9-1907), he described his days at All
u
Saints Kiambu:
After Mass and Benediction, while non-Christians are instructed in the chapel, the second Father takes the Christians to the schoolroom to teach them singing and give them the
catechism ofperseverance. On weekdays, while one catechises the
less advanced at the sacred tree, the other takes the more advanced
for reading, etc. In brief, people are gradually approaching the
Mission, and their confidence in us grows. " Unfortunately, Fr.
Fouasse gets involved in building, when Fr. Bernhard departs,
and neglects the lessons, as he confesses. But by 1911, it picks
up again: school, catechism, singing, every morning in Kikuyu
and every evening in Swahili.
About the same time in Riruta, some boys present themselves
to Fr. Bugeau and ask to see the holy room where Ngai lives.
They then say they wish to learn to read but would like to test
(Fr.

A

typical hush-school
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One

them then produces a paper with a sentence
all are completely amazed that the priest can
decipher it. With the added help of a harmonium, a gramophone,
a little football, a spot of hare or monkey hunting, after two years
he has a dozen boys learning reading, writing and catechism
him

first.

written

on

it,

of

and

(Riruta 17.8.1911).

Mangu by that time had four married catechists, and two Sisof Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters) helped at the centre.
Bishop Neville found the two Sisters keeping school in the new

ters

stone church as the first mud-built building had collapsed. The
children attending were mostly Christian and were learning
"Prayers, Catechism, Reading and Writing in the vernacular, Arithmetic and Church Music, such is the Trivium and Quadrivium of
the young Mangu University. The young ladies, in addition, are
taught sewing. (This last was to develop into a tradeschool).
Occasionally, a sprinkling of adults come, Christian or catechumen." There was also a ring of schools in the surrounding villages, each with a resident teacher.
Similar small schools had been started off in the shambas near
the railway-line, so that in 1918 when Fr. Blais was asked by the
D.C. to let him know what kind of school service he was providing for African people; he could reply that he had 755 pupils in
school, mostly Luo men but some women. 518 of these are in
Nairobi, and the rest at Ngong, Athi River, Ulu and Kitui. Reading, Writing, Arithmetic and Religion are taught, and in Nairobi
50 are learning English from Fr. Gogarty. It will become common
practice to demand simple literacy from Luo converts before
Baptism; then, when they migrated again, they would have their
prayer-book and catechism in Swahili to keep them in touch.
The Swahili reader was a translation of the Consolata Fathers'
Kikuyu reader. In 1922, Fr. Leconte would add his admirable
prayer-book in Kikuyu with the Sunday Gospels.
It is obvious that Fr. Baur, the historian, is quite accurate in
dubbing these first twenty years: the age of the Bush-school. The
next twenty he calls the age of the elementary school. One might
also call it the age of cooperation, as both Catholic and Protestant leaders came together to make common cause in dealing
with the colonial authority, now taking a more active interest in
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schools for African people. It was because of these contacts, that
Fr. Con McNamara was able to convince his superiors, and his
confreres to some extent, of the need to improve our schools,
the most urgent task being the training of teachers. Bishop Hinsley,
the Apostolic Delegate, was still more forceful and told the Catholics they were far, far behind! In 1933, St. Austin's thought they
were doing wonders having 12 candidates for the Elementary

Certificate for the

first

time.

The epic of Kabaa School has been described admirably and
at length by Mr. John Osogo in his thesis, and by Fr. Lorcan
OToole, more briefly, in his history of Machakos. It must suffice
here to say that Fr. Witte established in 1926 his Central School
dedicated to St. John the Apostle and which was all at once
elementary school, trade school, teachers training centre, Brothers novitiate, seminary, and in 1930, high school. After a decade,
the high school section is moved to Mangu mission site to become Holy Ghost College, Mangu. About the same time, the
Mother House relieved the French Province of the immediate
responsibility for staffing the Vicariate and invited the Irish Province to take over. The new foundation would, therefore, be
modelled on Irish Holy Ghost colleges, the student-body would
be "the lads," the originality of Fr. Witte's approach diluted. It
should be added that these colleges had been founded in Ireland by our French Fathers, not only to attract members to the
Congregation, but also to liberate native Irish Catholic youth
from subservience to the Anglo-Irish imperial ascendancy in their
country.

Peadar Kelly was Headmaster for the first two years, asFrs. J.J. OMeara and G.T.Foley and Mr. Ignatius Mkok, a
Makerere-trained Kabaa past pupil. Forty-nine pupils turned up
for the opening when the first term started on 11 January 1940.
They were divided as follows: Form IV two only, Form III six,
Form II twenty-two and Form I nineteen pupils. Among them
was a boy called Maurice Otunga, later Cardinal-Archbishop of
Nairobi. Later (1947), a boy named John Njenga will be in charge
of the Sacristy and Ceremonies. Now Archbishop of Mombasa.
Those joining Form I were drawn from the whole country and
had already completed six years of elementary/primary school
Fr.

sisted

by
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with, in addition,

two years

in

what was then

called Intermediate

or Junior Secondary. At first, Form II graduates of Mangu were
eligible to sit the Makerere University Entrance. Later, when

Makerere was incorporated by London University, the results of
the Form IV Cambridge-run examination would give direct entrance to University. One Mangu student entered Harvard University directly from Form IV.
With enormous efforts and often great privations, devoted headmasters and staffs built up the school materially, as Government

made available. The number of students
mounts steadily from the initial 49 to 113 in 1950, the first year in
which the school has its full quota of students in each form. Mr.
John Osogo attributes the growth of the school in numbers and
in performance to Fr. J.J. OMeara who had been Head for much
subsidies are reluctantly

of the decade.
In 1940, the new Mangu foundation had still been accepted
by all three heads of Vicariates, even though both Kisumu and

Bishop McCarthy with staff and students of Mangu High School
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-

1946

Nyeri were keen to start their own high schools. It was only the
intervention of Bishop Mathews, the Pope's representative, that
held the status quo. He had a great admiration for Mangu High
and declared it the best he had seen in East or West Africa. However, such a central position could not be held indefinitely. There
was, consequently, great pressure on the indivual parishes to
step up the number of elementary, primary and intermediate
feeder schools.
So we find Kiriku, Lioki, All Saints Kiambu, Ruaka, Limuru,
Ngarariga, St. Austin's, St. Peter Claver's, Riruta developing their
pre-secondary levels. The elders of Kanunga forget their refusal
of 1931 and offer land. Fr. OLeary reports a school operating
there when he takes over All Saints in 1939- In 1945, Fr. Doody
can organize 7,000 people to take part in a Sports Meeting to
raise funds for Kanunga school-building. Food is offered to all
by the school-parents - the terrible shortage of 1943 has been
forgotten. "Protestants, Independents, Pagans who had hitherto
stood aloof are now becoming interested in the organization of
the school. Discussions we have had since the sports have brought
to light the necessity of getting the people young and old more
interested in the Mission and school work. " So the next big sports
meeting with 28 teams competing was organized completely by
teacher Lucas Thuo and his lay helpers. The new brass band was
also there to show what it could do. It is worth remarking that
there were no international funding agencies active as we know
them to-day. All funds had to be raised locally. But the generosity of the Kanunga elders is awakened, and in 1946, they offer
another four acres and undertake to build the school-extension.
Expansion around Mangu mission had no great obstacles; Fr.
McGill could show the Visitor from the MotherHouse the seven
schools and churches he had developed without much hindrance.
Limuru, Lioki, and All Saints Kiambu, on the other hand, were
hemmed in by settlers' estates or by AC or CSM or "Independent"
developments. These Independent churches and schools had developed rapidly in the thirties as an attempt to preserve traditional Kikuyu values in a modern setting. They became the seedbed for political independence. Jomo Kenyatta had his office in

Kiamwangi independent

school.
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Frederick Bugeau CSSp in his long essay of 1912 entitled,
"The warlike spirit of the Kikuyu," considered that "the young
Kikuyu, though prevented from fighting, was never cured of his
warlike spirit. Like his model, the leopard, he might have to lie
low for long periods. This is prudence, not fear: Kwigita, tiguoya.
Fr.

Taking employment is
spying on the enemy. Submission is purely tactical.
Everything done by the
white man is understood
as a form of oppression.
Those forced to work are
"soldiers" and return
home with the honours of
war. The elders' songs

keep such memories
alive."

Frederick Bugeau,

retired in

France

in 1952,

could not have been astonished at the violent
explosion of the Mau Mau.
Fr.

Like a dormant volcano,
each decade since the invasion had registered its

McGill (right) with Mzee Kenyatta,
Chief Muhoho and Fr. A. Lynch
in

detention

camp

Kiambu

protest.

painting the church in preparation for its
Jubilee, 50 years since the foundation, when Chief Waruhiu is
assassinated, and the "Emergency" declared by the Imperial GovAll Saints

is

ernment. Troops are transferred from the Suez Canal Zone.
Kenyatta and other leaders are arrested and put in detention.
The Kikuyu are now truly under siege. The anti-European oathing
had begun several years before but now continues at an accelerated pace. Everything non-African is targeted: not only officials,
askaris, military, settlers, their kin

Mangu

and

all

their collaborators, but

teaching foreign subjects, doing
foreign exams, subsidised by the colonial regime. Mangu students are shunned at home. The whole colonial set-up is rejected by Mau Mau and must be violently destroyed and original
also,
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an

institution like

"

freedom

"

restored.

Even

riding a British-owned bus in Nairobi

is

declared a capital offence, deserving death. Many agree with the
aim, without approving the means. Mangu High School is given
a

permanent

garrison.

war and the enormous disruption
it brought about, school goes on. Classes. Examinations. Budgets. Football matches. Basketball. Volleyball. Choir. "We are supposed to be shot but not particularly worried." (14.10.52). World
War Two got scant attention from our diarists. It is a bother for
the students to write duplicate answers to examinations. They
In the midst of this state of

might be torpedoed en route to London. But now the shooting
can be heard, and our schoolmasters are awakened from their
political complacency. After a shoot-out in the vicinity in April
1953, it became obvious that a lot of innocent people were
being shot under cover of a general suspicion. In June 1954,
the diarist complains that "the Home Guards are becoming as
lawless as the Mau Mau and have indulged in an orgy of robbery

and thuggery.

With villagization in June 1955, he thinks "the Government
seems determined to 'rehabilitate' the Kikuyu by brutalizing and
debasing them. This single step is probably the greatest tragedy
since the Emergency began. " What good are bursaries for education if, when "the Kikuyus leave Mangu, they find they are outcasts? 'No Kikuyu need apply' is the slogan of the employment agencies in Railway,

Banks, Survey,

etc.

Except for some internal trouble, the school survives the Emergency unscathed, even though hundreds of people have died
violently in the neighbourhood throughout the decade. Thousands also had been taken into detention throughout the whole
country. 40,000 spread through 47 camps. "Hundreds were executed, thousands shot out of hand. One hundred white lives
were lost." (Pakenham). Fr. Patrick Fullen was asked to assist at
over 800 hangings. The cost in cash to the government in London of 60 million sterling pounds was found too expensive. The
result was the release of Kenyatta and the abrogation of colonial
rule - Uhuru.
Who can explain the extraordinary spiritual effect of these
troubled times on the Holy Ghost Mission? The twice-attempted
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shooting of Fr. Patrick McGill, rather than deter the people, seemed
to open their hearts and draw people and pastor more closely
together. Thousands joined with him to celebrate his priestly
Jubilee in June 1953. What other grave of a Holy Ghost missionary is visited daily even today? People crowded to night-vigils of
prayer. Christmas Midnight Mass must continue till morning.
Throngs filled the churches on Sundays. The only complaint
Mangu people had about their new church was that they had not
been asked to contribute! Near Riruta, "people are being stopped
and threatened on their way to Mass and told they were spies and
informers. Yet the crowds are increasing" (23.2.54).
(The Consolata Fathers experienced a doubling of conversions in the same years.)
The schoolsystem expanded rapidly as Independent schools
which closed down opted to open under Catholic supervision.
Fr. P. Kelly reports of Lioki in 1953: "One of these Independent
schools reopened under our supervision: now four others have
expressed the wish to come under the Catholic Church. Mass has
been said at one of these schools (Nyanduma) every Sunday,
and in February over 600 people, who before were untouchable,
attended and began to study the catechism. Today our hope in
the Kikuyu country was never so high."
At All Saints Kiambu, there are so many people for Baptism
that Frs. Richard Joyce and Michael Duggan ask others to come
and help them, even though spread over several days. Archbishop McCarthy asks to have the group for Confirmation divided. Mass is said for the first time in Tinganga 10 miles away,
visited fruitlessly 50 years before. 1500 people attend and continue every Sunday.
31 December 1957: Thus ends another glorious year for the
Church in Kikuyu country. Five new churches blessed and
opened in one year: Gatitu, Miguta, Mangu, Riruta and Kagwe.
Deo Gratias. At Riruta, Fr. Meade and his confrere, Kevin Carey,
break records by baptizing 2,000 people in that one year. Even
at Kamiti Mau Mau Detention Centre, Mass is being said regularly
and appreciated. Githiga Mau Mau Centre has a Catholic Church
served weekly from Lioki. Having been transferred back there,
Fr. Bannon writes: "Lioki has changed. How much more friendly

the people

have become!" In Mangu, the Bishop

is

impressed

the spirit offriendliness among the people which was sadly
lacking for so long" (19-7.53). Dedan Kimathi, the archantiChristian, asks for the priest before his execution.

by

"

With the increasing demand, the pastor of the Diocese sees
himself short of priests and decides to hand over Mangu High
School to the Marianist Order (196l). It should not be thought
that the Fathers on the staff had held aloof from the pastoral
ministry. On the contrary, one must wonder at the zeal of these
overworked teachers giving themselves to week-end ministry in
the neighbouring churches and, in holiday time, giving retreats
throughout the whole of East Africa. Fr. Flavin at Kalimoni with
its seventeen out-schools or churches, was full of gratitude: "The
ministry for Kalimoni, Thika, Kilima Mbogo and Kitito Mission is
well attended to, and thanks is due to the Holy Ghost College at

Mangu" (March

1941). He could have added Ruai, Sukari, Juja
Farm and Kia-ora who also could expect a Sunday Mass. (The
Kilima Mbogo T.T. community will take over the ministry with
the same generous spirit.)
Other less spectacular but valuable high schools will be opened

within the decade:

St.

Joseph's

at

Githunguri, Aquinas at Makadara,

Muhoho, Kiriku, St. Joseph the Worker
Mangu, Kanunga, Ngenia, Ruku, Gatitu,

St.Theresa's Eastleigh, Ituru,

-

a

new

day-school

at

Mururia.

But where did the wind of change blow from? What changed
the hearts of the Kikuyu? How did they come finally to distinguish priest from planter, Father from farmer? Was it the speech
of the Archbishop in Mangu telling them that the priest is different, or his pastoral letter

condemning Mau Mau? The Mangu

the change to the "efforts ofFr. OLeary who has
associated himself so much with the people" (19-7.53). Or was it
the fact that Mubia stayed put while others took off? Was it perdiarist attributes

haps that word of the departing Orthodox Bishop to the Independent Church: "Remember the Catholics are your brothers"?
Or was the underlying antagonism of so many colonial officials
over the decades now turning to our advantage? Or could it be
the food-aid distributed by Fr. McGill to a people under siege?
Father Jerome Doody had another idea and answers: 'That's the
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Carmelites!"

-

it

was an answer

to the prayers of the Carmelite

Sisters.

We have heard before the desperate pleas and prayers of many
Holy Ghost missionaries for the conversion of their chosen people. They were in fact a prayerful body of men, even admired by
Mother Dympna, the Carmelite foundress, for their piety. It was
not only in jest that the diarist calls them monks. Their early
rising for common and personal prayer, their daily Masses and
Divine Office, their midday, evening and night prayers together,
their quarterly and annual spiritual retreats, their regular checking up on each other with visits from religious and ecclesiastical
superiors or from Rome or Paris.
Bishop Heffernan thought it was not enough. He invited the
Sisters of Mount Carmel to come and pray on the spot. The foundation stone was laid by the retired saintly Bishop Shanahan of
Southern Nigeria, also invited by Bishop Heffernan, who was to
become their chaplain. "Destined to be the silent source through
which streams of blessings will descend on the land... the new
Carmel must be considered a most important step in the evangelization of these territories" (Catholic Times). It was practically 40
years to the day since the first Mass in Nairobi.
Bishop Heffernan had also asked another "saint" to walk among
us. This was the Legion of Mary Envoy, the gentle but powerful
Edel Quinn, now declared Venerable. She arrived in Nairobi in
1936. The secret of the Legion is to harness the spiritual energies
of each Christian young, old or infirm, to the work of evangelization. The Apostolic Delegate, Bishop Riberi's letter of recommendation, called the Legion of Mary to the attention of all heads of
missions as the "nearest approach to the ideal in apostolic method."
Consider that the first praesidium in Nairobi within one year had

recruited 1,000 people into the catechumenate. At the inspired

word of Edel Quinn, hundreds of

praesidia sprang

up and

pros-

pered. Consider also that although these individual praesidia were
racially segregated, Senatus and Acies brought together round

Mary's table

all

her divided children. In the Legion each lay Chris-

tian learns to recognize her or his Christian responsibility. Priests

have

their eyes

laity,

their
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opened

to the

fellow-members

wonderful work of the

in Christ the Lord. Edel's

the
heartbreak

Spirit in

The venerable Edel Quinn
to see "work in abundance and people ready to do it but not
given the chance." Now they are.
When Edel, in 1941, was forced through illness to rest in a
sanatorium, she continued her apostolate by correspondence.
(Her letters are numbered in the thousands). Fr. Austin Lynch
reported to her from Lioki:
"300 Baptisms have taken place since Easter, and over 1,000
catechumens are now under instruction. You will be glad
to learn that Mangu Mission has just established three Senior praesidia, which are doing fine. In the nearby Nyeri
Vicariate (during the war staffed by Spiritans), the Legion is
also making splendid progress. My own praesidium is joining in the extension campaign. I was proud to see my president, a Kikuyu, journeying to Fr. Grogan's mission several
times to explain the Legion and getting it working there."
And to Dublin he wrote: "Were you to listen to the reports
read by the different praesidia at our Curia meeting, you
would realise that the Legion here is one of the main instruments in the evangelization of this country. As far as
my own Mission is concerned, there is no comparison between my own personal output in the teaching of catechism

was
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Waiting for Fatima Statue at Kilima

Mbogo

Procession with statue of Our Lady of Fatima
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and that of the Legionaries. It is most heartening to see the
very evident influence of the Legion in the spiritual formation of the Legionaries themselves."
It was obvious too that the Kikuyu, with their usual intelligence and adaptability, had taken to the discipline of the Legion
of Mary as their forefathers had adopted the high discipline of
the Maasai phalanx centuries before.
As Bishop Suenens wrote: "Edel was profoundly conscious
that the Legion can bring a practical and durable human education. The experience of each new day taught her more surely
that the Legion was an instrument of Christian vitality, not only
for the community, but for the Legionaries themselves who were
the first to benefit by it. The evidence shows that in every place
where the Legion truly penetrates, a breath of the apostolic spirit
passes.

When Mary

is

present, a Pentecostal

wind

rises."

And

Bishop Heffernan: "After a year of Miss Quinn's work, the atmosphere of my diocese had changed. Without any noise she had
brought a germ of life. Her coming among us was a direct and
special favour from God for my Vicariate."
Mangu Journal reads: 12.5.1944: Sudden news over the wireless of Miss Quinn's death. Right up to the end Miss Quinn was
active. Our Mother Mary, whom she so loyally served, must have
been the source whence came her unfailing energy. Never, physically, in good health, she was always eager to be about her loved
task. May she rest in peace. Frs. OSullivan and OMeara went in
for the funeral and Solemn Requiem.
It was left to the next Bishop, John McCarthy to invite the
Virgin Mary herself. This was the visit of the Pilgrim Statue from
Fatima, "the greatest religious event of 1949," as

ported to

Fr.

Kelly re-

Paris.

"Kenya is a worldly Colony where the here counts much more
than the hereafter. It must have got a rude shock indeed during
the days of March 24-28. There was no question of hiding our
light under a bushel. About 4.40 p.m., a crowd of 5,000 strong
were at Eastleigh Airport to meet the statue. From thence by carprocession to the centre of the City, the Law Courts, where it was
received by the Fathers of Holy Family Church (Fr. Tom McEnnis
was then in charge), and taken on foot-procession to the Church
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The following day there was a magnificent
and devotion in a candle-light procession through
the City. Over 20,000 people paid homage to the Queen of
Heaven, marching with the statue to the accompaniment of rosaries and hymns. At Pontifical High Mass in the open, 30,000 people were on their knees."
"Mangu Journal: 20 March 49: Fr Macaulay comes with the
for

an

all-night vigil.

display of faith

news.
'49: A day ofkazi to prepare. The boys are enthusiasTen of the seniors are to go to Nairobi as stewards.
26 March '49: The Sisters and sacristans erect a beautiful throne
in front of Our Lady's altar Fr. McGill spends most of the morning
hearing Confessions. Everyone is taking the message ofprayer and
penance seriously. All assemble at the end of the long avenue about
1 p.m. The statue arrives, and the ceremony begins. About 5 or
6,000 people present. Four High School boys in soutane and surplice bring the statue. It appears very lifelike, noble and sad. Flowergirls strew petals before Our Lady's path Rosaries, prayers ofFatima
and hymns. Fr. McGillpreaches eloquently in Kikuyu after he and
Fr. Murphy have enthroned the statue. Act of Consecration by Fr.
McGill and people Please God, Mary has left a blessing on Mangu.
At Kilima Mbogo, the Madonna is welcomed by Fr. Macaulay
and seminarians, Fr. Ellis and his Teacher Trainees and people; at
Kalimoni, by Fr. Whelan, Sisters and their Approved School girls.
"All Saints Kiambu: 13 March '49: Fr. Doody and Fr. McGeogh
went today to the Curia meeting of the Legion. Fr. Doody gave us
first news of the arrival of the statue of Our Lady ofFatima in East
Africa. He stressed the importance of the event and asked the Legionaries to redouble their prayers and devotion so that the coming would bring God's blessing on East Africa.
25 March '49: All during the week, the 730 Mass has been very
well attended. Each morning many received the Sacraments of
Penance and Holy Eucharist. The coming of the statue certainly
seems to have aroused much fervour.
Today at 1.45 p.m. the statue of Our Lady of Fatima arrived.
About 2, 000 people were here to welcome it. The procession formed
on the main road and wentfirst to Loreto Convent (to be occupied
on April 8). A special altar has been set up and beautifully deco-

25 March

tic.

.

.
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rated by Br. Claver to receive the statue. For over an hour, the
people in an overcrowded church sang hymns and recited the
Rosary.

27 March 49: About 450 people left here this morning to attend the ceremonies in Nairobi. One lorry did as many as five
rounds.
Our diarist is touched to see very many Indians praying to our
Mother. "Please God, " he prays, "their day of grace is near. " Another report describes how their Highnesses, the Sultan and Sultana. Muslims, came in their car to pay their respects when the
statue arrived at Zanzibar Airport. "We may safely say that the
beneficent hand of Mary casts graces far and wide. " However,
the newspapers in Nairobi did not seem to notice! (Journal: St.Peter
Claver).

The 1953-1954 Marian Year was another occasion, greatly
emphasized by Archbishop McCarthy, to invoke the help of Maty.
"Every) effort must be made to instil devotion to Our Lady, " he
insisted, according to Lioki diarist John Reidy, "to be expressed in
two ways: (a) regular attendance at Holy Mass and the Sacraments, (b) daily recitation of the Rosary- ifpossible the Family
Rosary.

8 March 54: The Procession in honour of Our Blessed Lady
ordered by His Grace for the first Sunday of each month was held
yesterday.

16 March 54: The atmosphere has been tense for some time.
Mau bands have been around. In the Mchana Estate

Small Mau

nearby, three were killed and two captured. Some headmen killed
on Pitmore's Estate.
26 March 54: Yesterday was a big day for the Kikuyu. A Day
of Prayer for peace Fr. Doody talked on Our Lady in his own
sincere and impressive way. TJoe devotion of the people seemed to
reach its climax towards the end when all joined in with great
.

gusto to sing the Litany ofLoretto.
First Sunday

ofMay: Two Masses with the Marian Year Proces-

A huge crowd attended.
15 May 54: A Day of Prayerfor all our teachers.

sion.

Tloe intention

was that of the Marian Year.
25 May 54: Children Day of Prayer.
's
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16-20 August: Days ofMau Mau battles: alert almost every night.
5-8 December 54: High Masses and Processions with a General Communion for the intentions of the Marian Year
Appropriately enough, the permission to open a Girls' Intermediate School, applied for at the beginning of the year, is granted
in September. Lioki Mission is now in full expansion with Masses
being said as far away as Nyanduma and Kamburu, Githunguri,
Gathugu and soon Githiga. A plot for a new Mission is sought at
Kagwe, and Fr. Doody will be living there by September 1956.

John Gannon replaces the ailing Mel Bannon and
open Miguta Mission the same year. In the new forciblyformed villages, 15 prayer-houses are built, the membership of
the Legion of Mary doubles, several new schools are opened.
The next message from Our Lady was brought by the Holy
Similarly, Fr.

will

Cross Father Patrick Peyton with the Rosary Crusade to all the
countries of Eastern Africa and in Kenya to all big centres.
"25,000 Nairobians in the African Stadium heard his sermon
translated by Fr. Maurice Otunga, secretary to the Apostolic Delegation, in a voice which reached every corner of the vast ground:
A family at prayer can become a country at prayer. A country at
prayer is a country at peace" (Catholic Times). It is June 19, 1955,
and Kenya is at war with itself. "Two days before, up to 30,000

Kikuyus came on foot, by cycle, and in lorries to Kiamwangi to
pray for peace and order. The people poured into the playing
field of the Catholic Mission School, brightly dressed in their best
clothes and singing hymns as they came. Everyone seemed to be
enjoying themselves."
All Saints Kiambu: 3fune 55: Preparations are in full swing
for the Rosary Rally to be held in Loretto Sisters' school ground.
12fune 55: The Corpus Christi procession was held today. The
Blessed Sacrament was carried to Turitu Village, and Benediction given at two altars in the village. The procession was supposed to be the biggest ever seen in Kiambu. Many pagans joined
the procession on the return from the village.
1 7 June 55: The day was excellent as regards the weather. Fr.
Peyton arrived at 2p.m. from Kiamwangi, Gatitu Mission, where
he had held a rally at 11 a.m. Gatitu rally numbered 25,000.
Kiambu ranged from 8,000 to 10,000. His Excellency, the Apos-
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tolic Delegate, Archbishop Knox and His Grace, Archbishop
McCarthy, were in attendance. A crowd of 1500 walked praying
from Lioki Mission. 23 lorries packed with people came from
Limuru. Riruta was also well represented (three lorry-loads with
Fr. Meade). Fr. Peyton impressed the people very much and moved
many to tears. Interpreter was fosephat Kamiri from Lioki. After
Benediction, Fr. Peyton was literally mobbed by the people. Women
from Turitu village brought potatoes and eggs and presented them
to him. It was really a splendid gathering and included many
pagans from neighbouring villages.
4 fuly 55: Fr Daniel OLeary stayed with us while giving a
retreat to the Teacher Trainees in Loreto Convent.
10 fuly 55: At midnight to-night, the Government's surrender
terms are to be withdrawn. Any Mau Mau who will not have
surrendered before that time will have his lands forfeited
Fr. Superior said evening Mass in Kamiti Detention Camp this

afternoon.
1

November 55:

Titular Feast of the Mission.

Solemn High Mass

at 10 a.m. for Brother Claver on the occasion of his Golden fubilee. 33 Fathers from various missions, together with Brothers

Mamertus, fosaphat and Florian, attended.
14 November 55: Form IIfinished school today Coffee-picking
is still going strong, and Br. Claver feels he could do with more
.

labour.

18 December 55:

Fr.

Sough ley said Mass in Kamiti Prison

Camp

very impressed by the large number at Holy Communion. His Grace, Archbishop McCarthy, visited the camp recently

and was

and was pleased with

the work we are doing there. (Another time
say Mass in Githiga Camp).
25 December 55: Crowds received Holy Communion at all three
Masses. The day was grand and sunny.
31 December 55: Te Deum was sung in thanksgiving for the
blessings of the past yea r
9fanuary 56: The Intermediate and Primary Schools reopened
today and the attendance was beyond all expectations.
The Religious Superior reported to Paris that during the Crusade 100,000 people had signed cards pledging to say the Rosary
in the home. But All Saints have not had enough. In 1956 reports

he

will
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of school extensions are interspersed with those of their own
Rosary Rallies and revised new-style Holy Week services. The
Easter Vigil must of course be an allnight vigil. In April a Rosary
Rally in Kiambaa (a place with few Catholics) is very well attended. On Whitsunday, a very large number of parishioners

attended a Rally at All Saints itself. 4,000 people joined the Corpus Christi procession from Kanunga to Turitu; Frs. Reidy (Martin, come from Limuru) and Doody and Michael Duggan had to
take turns over the long route. In October, Rosary Rallies are
held each Sunday, the largest being at Njeku, the least Catholic
village of all. Many travelled long distances on foot from other
villages to attend. Two parishioners spoke at each of these rallies on
some aspects of the mystery of our Blessed Mother. New schools or
extensions are reported at Gathanga, Laini, Ngegu, Karuri, Kihara,
Riabhai, Ndenderu. Fr. Joyce, who takes over in 1957, soon has
scores of volunteer catechists, each with seven catechumens,
teaching them in their own homes. At Muthurua and Njeku, large
numbers of children are catechised by schoolboys.
On Sunday, 17 February 1957, an immense crowd estimated
variously at 20,000, 30,000, and 50,000, gathered at Lioki for the
first Priestly Ordination in Kiambu: that of Fr. John Njenga, now
Archbishop of Mombasa. On the following day, he offered his
First

Solemn Mass

at Kiriku,

and on Wednesday in "a most imown mother before Mass and

pressive ceremony" baptized his

gave her First Holy Communion. On another day, people filled
the field at All Saints to join in the Mass with him. On the following Sunday, Mangu High School students joined a large crowd in
the football field for Mass with their past student. Fr. John then
joined them for a tea-party. The next day, another past student,

Maurice Otunga, became the first Kenyan Bishop. (Over the same
week-end, it was announced that Zanzibar Island would be detached from Nairobi jurisdiction and form a new diocese with

Mombasa.
be the

Fr.

new

Eugene

Butler, parish priest of Parklands,

would

Bishop.)

Numerous Diocesan clergy, both from Nyeri and Kilimanjaro,
had attended John Njenga's Ordination to the Priesthood. Many
present may have wondered why it had taken so long to have a
Catholic priest from Kiambu!
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The Spiritan's second Founder, Francis Libermann, had
ways insisted that missionaries should found a local clergy.
fact,

he considered

And

the education of children

with

this in

it

al-

In

the principal function of the missionary!

was to be undertaken precisely
view. In 1840, four Senegalese had been ordained
priests after attending the Holy Ghost Seminary in Paris. In 1852,
the first priest ordained in West Africa had been educated in
France. Fr. William Jouga CSSp ordained in 1864, had been educated throughout in Africa.
On the other hand, early attempts by the Spiritans in East
Africa ended in failure. Eight prospective candidates entered the
seminary in Zanzibar in 1868. Fr. Horner, in founding Bagamoyo,
the first foundation on the mainland, wanted it to be "a seedbed

Ordination of
Maurice Otunga

as a Bishop -1957
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for priests." In 1870, there are

twelve seminarians, soon rising
to twenty. Unfortunately, three
Spiritans, sent in turn to run the
work, fell ill and gave up. Fr.
Horner, reporting to Rome in
1878, admits that he does not
consider any of the candidates
suitable. The 40 students reported there in 1880 are preparing to be catechists. The attempt
has been abandoned. Jesuits who
tried in Madagascar and Benedictines in Tanganyika also failed
initially.
It

was

left

Streicher in

to the

White Father

Uganda

to

make

the

breakthrough. The Vatican told
Fr. Paul Njoroge
his Bishop Hirth, "If you can have
martyrs, you should be able to have priests." A seminary is founded
in 1893, and the first two ordinations take place in 1913, and
from then on an average of one a year. In Tanganyika, the first
ordination is in 1917. In Nyeri, two are ordained in 1927.
It is only with the opening of Kabaa, that Fr. Witte dreams of

producing priests and clothes all his students in the kanzu. Three
are sent to the Regional Seminary at Kilimanjaro but fail to persevere. In the thirties, Fr. Loogman (of Swahili fame) is teaching
Philosophy and Theology at Kabaa. When, in 1937, the candidates are asked to make a definitive choice, only one remains
firm, Paul Njoroge. (It must have been humbling for these Spiritans

know that their confreres at Kilimanjaro had 100 young men
preparing for the priesthood at the same period.) Paul Njoroge
has already held out for many years against the wish of his parents, both Catholics. He is then sent to Rome to finish his studies
as the Vatican is inviting each diocese to send a candidate. He
was ordained in December 1942 but tragically died of T.B. in
1944, when preparing to return to Kenya after World War Two.
News reached Nairobi on the 29th of April, and a Solemn Reqto
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uiem is sung in his home-parish, Limuru, on May 1st. On the
following day another Requiem is celebrated at All Saints "with a
very good attendance. People seem deeply moved by the sad news
of the death of our first Kikuyu priest.

As a compensation, for All Saints Day in 1945, Fr. Benedetto
Kegotho; from Nyeri is invited to preside at the celebration Fr.
Joyce and Fr. M. Higgins are deacon and sub-deacon respectively. "A tremendous crowd ofpeople were delighted at seeing the
African priest. They seemed deeply impressed by him and his sermon was most appropriate to the occasion - the Communion of
Saints. It is hoped that the good impression made by Fr. Benedetto
will help in the present drive for vocations for the Seminary. " At
Lioki the following Sunday, "he made a wonderful impression on
all- a very sincere holy priest. " A few days later, he is welcomed
enthusiastically at Mangu. In 1948 he is invited back to preach
the people's retreat in Kiangunu and visited Mangu High School
again. A few years later, Fr. Cesaro Gatimu, another Kikuyu priest
from Nyeri (later Bishop), "whose parents live near Lioki (Kagwe, in
fact), gave the students' retreat and preached at a parish allnight
vigil" (Mangu 4.7. '54). In 1958, Fr. Joseph Kilasara from Kilimanjaro gave the students' retreat. But the next local ordination to be
reported is that of Raphael Ndingi, now Archbishop of Nairobi,
and Urbanus Kioko, now Bishop of Machakos. January 1961.
Both Archbishop and Bishop were first trained as teachers in
Kilima Mbogo where the Lioki TTC had been transferred. They
then completed their secondary studies at Kilima Mbogo Junior
Seminary under Fr. Niall Macaulay. It had been opened in 1946
by Fr. Austin Lynch with Standard Four, though in fact already

by Fr. Colleton in Lioki. Later again, it is moved to Kiserian,
near Ngong, under the title "Queen of Apostles." Over the years,
the diary reveals the names of other students which may be fainitiated

Kenyan reader: Nicodemus Kirima, Isidore Onyango,
Gabriel Kimotho, George Gathongo, Joseph Kamano, Hilary Kailu,

miliar to the

David Njuguna. John Njenga's name appears in 1948 as
student-teacher and Assistant to the Rector. The pattern

that of a
is

lished of a year's probation for future Senior Seminarians.

estab-

They

then attend the Regional Senior Seminary in Kibosho or
Morogoro. The new Kenya National Seminary of St. Thomas

will
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Aquinas
will

will

open

be confided

to the

Dominicans by the Hierarchy.

It

in 1963.

After his Ordination, the

young

Fr.

Njenga, after a short pasto-

experience in Kiriku, is appointed to the staff of Queen of
Apostles Seminary and later promoted Vice-Rector. The community were very actively involved in outside ministry. While the
Spiritans developed the Maasai stations of Kiserian, Ongata Rongai,
Mbagathi, Ngong, Matasia and Magadi, Fr. Njenga used his weekral

ends and vacations in the Kikuyu Missions, especially Riruta,
where in one year he fixed up' 100 marriages. He also broadcast
several times on radio. In I960, the Maasai stations are handed

over to the care of the Mill Hill Fathers who are forming the
Prefecture of Ngong. The seminary buildings would normally be
ceded to the new administration, but by agreement the Nairobi
Spiritans continue their seminary work while preparing the present
site and buildings at Ruaraka. The move will take place in 1968.
In the meantime, while Fr. Njenga leaves for courses in London
and Rome, the Deacons Raphael Ndingi and Urbanus Kioko arrive for their Ordination retreat. In the New Year (196l) they are
ordained at their home parishes: Kabaa and Kilungu, respectively. Fr. Kioko will be appointed to Kanzalo, Fr. Ndingi to the
recently founded town parish of Our Lady of Visitation Makadara.
Fr. Njenga, after his studies, will come there as Father-in-charge
and Vicar-General of the Diocese. 1962 adds four more Kikuyu
priests.

1963 sees the Colonial Power withdraw, and the independent
a Republic is declared. All were grateful to God for the peaceful transition of power, but everyone
knew that the management of schools by the Mission would
soon be brought into question. Even before Independence Day
Archbishop McCarthy, attending the Vatican Council, must fly
back from Rome owing to the difficult situation which has arisen
re management of schools (Lioki 21.10.63). The blow falls with
the Education Act of 1968. Schools in future are to be Government-run. "It takes schools out of our hands completely" (Riruta
1.2.68). It is the end of an era! Fr. John OMeara, however, former
Headmaster of Mangu and Education Secretary and now parish
priest of St. Francis Xavier's, Parklands, does not seem to notice.

Kenya declare Uhuru. 1964,
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Facade and
Sanctuary

of the

Holy Family,
Cathedral

-

1963
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In the diary he kept at the time, his only concern seems to be
whether he can continue to have a Sister to run the parish kindergarten. Fr. OMeara never even mentions the decisive Act of
Parliament nor even the discussions leading up to it. The history
of over a century's efforts in schools ends with a whimper and

not with a bang.

There had been

commemorate 100

on the centenary date itself. To
years of Spiritan presence in East Africa, in

in fact a 'bang'

1963, the new Holy Family Cathedral Church had been opened
and blessed by Cardinal Rugambwa on Saturday, July 6th, just
months before the final liberation of the country. Luncheons,
dinners, a garden party were laid on for church and state dignitaries. Monday, July 8th, saw the vast and beautiful building jampacked with school-children "I never knew we had so many
school-children here in the city. It was a wonderful sight and a
most encouraging one for the future of the Church in Kenya, " Fr.
Shannon writes (Parklands 8.7. '63). God had His own plans for

the future.
In the same Parklands

Community Journal

for 5 July 1969,

John OMeara will register his shock at the news of the murder of
Tom Mboya, his "pleasant hard-working student in Holy Ghost
College Mangu. May God be good to him." We might pray the
same prayer for himself. He dies suddenly in February 1970,
following closely his friend, Patrick McGill (17.1.1970), lately promoted a Kikuyu elder. Both were buried by another Mangu past
student, new Coadjutor Archbishop of Nairobi, Maurice Otunga.
The end of the decade sees also the departure of other veterans:
John Reidy, Barney Culligan, Charles Lammer and, more tragically, the young and promising Fr.Isidore Onyango. More optimistically, the diary also records that the newly-ordained Pelin
D'Souza, has celebrated Mass where he had formerly been an
altar-server. The new normative Mass is introduced. Pope Paul
VI visits East Africa to canonize the Uganda Martyrs, meets all the
Bishops of Africa, and ordains new ones, among whom Raphael
Ndingi Mwana 'a Nzeki for the new Diocese of Machakos. And
God fulfils Himself in many ways.
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Group photograph

Cardinal

Rugambwa

at

with Fr.

St.

Mary's for CSSp centenary

Macaulay

&

-

1963

guests at Centenary Garden-Party
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