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BE ALL THINGS TO ALL PEOPLE
"We

are well into the twentieth century,

and

still

there

are thousands of orphans, who, on arriving at the age for

becoming apprentices, cannot prepare for the future, nor
learn a trade which
life

would

of misery, and this

shelter

them always against a

because no-one wants

is

involved with boys of thirteen or fourteen, with
faults

and

vices

in

insatiable appetites: to

mouth

to

get

all their

embryo, and who have almost

sum

unfit for anything

.

up, they represent a wide open
.

.

And

so,

reaching the age of

fourteen and beyond, they are so often already most-

abandoned
to

souls.

Now we

have

to

get involved,

we have

save such onesl" (Daniel Brottier).

have become all things to all men, in
order to save some of them at whatever cost" (Rom. 11:32).
One great quality an apostle has, is to be adaptable to people
wherever he exercises his ministry. This ability is both a
science and an art, particularly when one is dealing with the
humblest people, taking into account their way of talking,
having a relationship with them, and showing them respect,
esteem and love. The apostle is most effective when he has
something like a ray of light emanating from himself or
herself. This is obviously shown in the name of Christ, by an
attachment of the heart which shines out of their eyes. To
Saint Paul wrote, "I
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make

oneself "all things to

all

people" implies therefore to

one has of transmitting the message by
the means which are most fitting to captivate and convince.
From the very outset of his ministry of youth education,
Daniel Brother, both in France and in Senegal, was fully able
to practice this, especially in being "all things to all people",
which made him so close to the youth of all ages, whatever
utilise the great secret

their religion or social differences.

On becoming

Orphans of
Auteuil, he turned his attention and zeal to problem
adolescents, those whom "nobody wanted", street children
left to themselves, who, under a facade of mistrust or revolt,
hid a wounded heart; those who revenged themselves on
society by acts of violence, who were unloved, rejected, who
had no family to welcome them, both insecure in the present
and full of anguish about the future!
Fr. Brottier said, "The first thing necessary is to welcome
them, give them a roof, feed them, clothe them, but above all
to teach them a trade which will allow them to fulfil
themselves, not forgetting a serious moral formation, and a
personal appeal to the values which are essential if they are
to be fully human ..." To the apprentices he said, "Become
real men! That must be what you are aiming for, my children
What is a man? It is the person who knows what he
wants, and who makes it happen, whatever the cost. It is the
person who once and for all is fixed on an ideal, to achieve
which nothing is too arduous as long as one is getting nearer
." and, to his collaborators, "In a work like ours, we
to it
must have great patience, and never make hasty decisions
Our work is full of trials, but only because Providence
there is no
allows them, for it says in the Bible,
.
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director of the Apprentice

.

.
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redemption without the shedding of blood!"' (Heb. 9:22).
Never be discouraged! It is a difficult job to educate children
like ours, but the difficulties should not be exaggerated.
Never be discouraged! In a work like ours, we must expect
every day the worst possible catastrophes. In addition, the
Devil is dogging our footsteps! But do the right thing and it
with children, there
will all work out by the grace of God!
are constantly ups and downs, and we should not be
surprised at that, but keep marching on courageously. God
will be generous with those who are going to save the poor
children whom he loves, for we are taking his place in their
eyes! We must treat them with extreme delicacy, and never
cast up their origins to them."
In becoming "all things to all people", the helper has the
privilege of being in a confidential relationship with the
youngsters, despite the difficulties involved. Without such
mutual confidence, Brother does not see any meaningful
education taking place. Without this mutual confidence, it is
impossible to reach the depths of the heart, morally
speaking, and the youngsters cannot be brought into contact
with Jesus Christ. This necessary spirit of confidence comes
about through simplicity in relations with the children, a
sense of humour, and direct and meaningful dialogue. One
must carry out diligently one's duties, one needs to be ready
to work, to have virile energy, and obviously one must not be
wanting in sympathetic affection!
Fr. Brother cultivated the art of setting all this energy in
motion, which enabled the problem adolescent to say, "I
want to, and I can", thus aiding him to win out over the
circumstances which would otherwise destroy him,
initiating him into a creative sense of silence, and since he
.
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now

could

listen

to

the interior mystery of his

he was ready

own

meet 'The Someone' living
within him, loving him, accompanying him, supporting him
personality,

in all his efforts

him

.

.

.

7

to

efforts bringing to

him

a

new joy,

giving

the ability to surpass himself, to be master of himself

nowadays called the value of
fundamental autonomy, which makes one able to make free
.

.

.

all

this

which

is

and be motivated.
community situation of pie de vivre,
encouraged by sports and pastimes. And, without neglecting
the findings of modern human sciences, the Holy Spirit
played his part in puting the adolescent back up on his feet,
the adolescent who until now had been injured by the
violence of a previous situation. All this pedagogy poured
choices

All this took place in a

out of the heart of Daniel Brother in a great act of faith in the
injured child, so far distant from the pessimism of certain

contemporary psychologists!
The value of relationships, so destroyed by previous
experiences, could once again flower, cultivated by the part
played by Daniel's benevolence, seeing the positive hidden in
each person, hidden even from the child himself. The first
thing the child

had

was

to learn

to love himself, to sense

himself as lovable to others, and only then could he learn to
love once again. Fr. Brother

was an ardent promoter

of

communal games, of music, public gymnastic displays, of
anything which would add to the joy of the teenagers, and
give them confidence in each other, and the precious
experience of friendship.

Teenagers try to make sense of existence, and demand
transparency and authenticity. The great questions of life
flood over them in confusion: to succeed in life, or to make a
success of one's

life?

Where do
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maze of hatreds and divisions? How do I liberate
myself from what enslaves me personally? The adolescent
may be young physically, but inside he is much more
love, in the

//

developed

,/
!

Daniel Brother kept repeating, "Give

years in which to accomplish the miracle/

And above all,

was

there

holding steadfast against

gift of

all

the

men

Holy

at the

Spirit

.

all

end
.

three

the constant prayer of the apostle,

winds and

tides, for

as changeable as a teenager. This aptitude to

things to

me

7

of the

day owes

make
its

nothing
oneself

is

all

existence to a

.

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,
Your example incites

me

which I find
myself, to make myself all things to all people, by continually
adapting to the needs of persons, and by having an ardent
with his grace. Obtain for me
from Our Lord, the grace of being his docile instrument for
the realisation of his eternal project of love for those he has
confided to me
faith in

Him who

in the apostolate in

.

.

sustains

me

.
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